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EViNisi's Anik
The HKPS Oration & Medal on Child Health 2010
Educating Children with Dyslexia: What we have achieved together 1n the past ten years

BRGER ¢
The Council of Hong Kong Paediatric Society invited Mrs Betty Ip, Deputy Permanent Secretary for

Education (School and Professional Development Branch), Education Bureau, to deliver the Oration at
the Hong Kong Paediatric Society Child Health Oration and Banquet 2010.

B ¢
Mrs. Ip was honoured to receive the award (HKPS Medal on Child Health 2010). She saw herself as a
representative of EDB and all the education professionals receiving this award.
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Major Milestones in the Development of Educational Services for Dyslexic Students over the Past

Decades:

a) The 80s and 90s can be considered as the initial stagewhen the significance of this issue was first
recognised in Hong Kong and debated among the professionals. At the same time, some simple
assessment tools and group remediation programmes were tried out.

b) The year 2000 is a turning point in the history of educational support for dyslexic students in Hong
Kong. It was a milestone year marking the publication of the first norm-referenced screening tool
for primary school students.

¢) From 2000 onwards, it 1s a period of continuing development when services are being further
expanded and fine-tuned.
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Major Developments of an Integrated Framework of a Multi-focus Model for Supporting Students with

Dyslexia:
a) Teacher training - a 5-year professional development framework with training targets for in-service
teachers has been put in place, starting from the 2007/08 school year.
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b) Whole-school Policies - Supporting students with dyslexia 1s a whole-school issue. EDB expects all

schools to adopt a Whole-school Approach to supporting students with special needs, which 1s to be
documented 1n the School Development Plan.
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¢) Funding and professional support for schools - Schools are provided with funding to address student

diversity in their school. EDB encourages schools to use the funding flexibly to address the varying
degrees of needs of the students through the following 3-tier intervention model:

Tier-1 support, which is preventive in nature and refers to quality language teaching in the classroom
for all students.

Tier-2 support, which refers to the “add-on” intervention for students assessed to have persistent
learning difficulties.

Tier-3 support, which targets at a relatively small number of students who need intensive support,
special accommodations, specialist support, etc. in the light of their more severe learning difficulties.

EDB also initiated the School Partnership Scheme and Resource Schools programmes, under which
schools with good practices in catering for dyslexia management are provided with additional
resources to share their experiences with other schools.
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d) Developing expertise and specific learning resources- Mrs Ip mapped out a blue-print for the 5-year
READ & WRITE Project embarked in June 2006 with a budget of over $150 million.
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e) Cross-sector collaboration- In order to provide the full range of support for dyslexic children and

their families, EDB reaches out and works hand in hand with the tertiary institutions, the Department
of Health and the NGOs. EDB liaised with the Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority
in 2004 to introduce special examination arrangements in public examinations. Such special
arrangements were also applicable to internal assessments in schools.
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f) Promoting public awareness- Dyslexic students need an equal opportunity to demonstrate their

knowledge and skills. EDB will continue to make use of the mass media such as radio and television
programmes, publicity leaflets and web-based information to promote understanding and acceptance.
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Progress and Way Forward:

Within EDB, the importance of support to dyslexic students 1s acknowledged at all levels and there 18
an equally strong awareness and consensus amongst professional and front-line staff. EDB anticipates
that with enhanced school-based support, teacher training and more evidence-based intervention
resources available, dyslexic children would be able to better succeed in schools.




