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University-Community

Collaboration

* Collaborative project between HKU and Caritas
Rehabilitation Service to address an educational
concern in the community

* How can we identify early those with difficulties
learning English as a second language in Hong Kong?

Funding:
Eugene Chuang Professorship in Developmental and Educational Psychology
of the University of Hong Kong
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HKE Team

Principal Investigators:
Professor Connie Suk-han HO, Psychology Dept, HKU.
Pokky Poi-ki CHOI, Caritas Rehabilitation Service
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+ Educational Psychologists ~ * English Teachers
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Baptist (STW) Lui Ming Choi Primary School
Castle Peak Catholic Primary School

Cho Yiu Catholic Primary School

Choi Wan St Joseph's Primary School

Hong Kong Southern District Government Primary School
Ping Shek Estate Catholic Primary School

S.K.H. Chai Wan St. Michael's Primary School
S.K.H. Yautong Kei Hin Primary School

Tin Shui Wai Catholic Primary School

Tung Tak School

Yuen Long Merchants Association Primary School
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Purpose of HKE
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* Importance of early identification
* Higher success rate for earlier than later intervention

* Purpose of HKE

* An effective screening tool to identify Hong Kong P. 1 pupils
with potential difficulties in learning to read English with
reference to the local norm

# To provide a profile of cognitive-linguistic skills (oral

vocabulary, orthographic skills, and phonological awareness)
to facilitate appropriate and tailored-made intervention
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Development of HKE
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* Norm sample
# Stratified sampling method

* A total of 11 schools, 5 girls and 5 boys in each school, with a
total of 110 children in the norm sample

* Age distribution:

6 yrs 5 mos — 6 yrs 8 mos
6 yrs 9 mos — 7 yrs

7 Yrs 1 mo — 7 yrs 4 mos
7 Yrs 5 mos — 7 yrs 8 mos

Total
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Male Female
15 10
16 20
19 18
5 7
55 55
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Word reading and reading ﬁg@
comprehension T, bl

o

« Early efficient word recognition leads to better
comprehension (Calfee & Piontkowski, 1981; Lesgold, Rcsnick, &
Hammond, 1985)

* Correlation between reading comprehension and word

reading was found to be 0.6 to 0.8 across literature (vuilland
Oakhill, 1991)

« Deficits at the level of word recognition are characteristics
of children who fail to acquire age-appropriate reading skills
(Perfetti, 1985; Standovich, 1986; as cited in Seidenberg & McClelland, 1989, p.523)

* Word identification was the strongest direct predictor for
struggling comprehenders (3 = .18) (0slund et al., 2018)
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What contributes to poor %%%
word reading: TR, b

Word
reading
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Triangle Model of Word
Recognition and Naming

Seidenberg & McClelland, 1989)
\A

orthography phonology
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* Phonological awareness is the sensitivity or ability to
identify and manipulate sounds of speech
(Lewkowicz, 1980; Mattingly, 1972)

+ Essential for decoding phonemes and letter sounds,
which is a strong predictor of reading (e.g. Stahl &

Murray, 1994)
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 Constraints on the forms of written words may play
an important role in the recognition process

* Word recognition and discrimination might be
facilitated by knowledge of letter combinations that
are permissible or realized.

* Many studies have provided evidence that skilled
readers use this knowledge.

(Seidenberg & McClelland, 1989; Henderson, 1982)
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Expressive and Receptive

Vocabulary

* Learners’ vocabulary knowledge is strongly linked to
their secondary language learners’ reading and
listening task performance (Matthews & Cheng, 2015)

* Secondary language learners need fundamental
vocabulary knowledge to cope with the demand from
secondary language skills (Nation, 2001)
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HKE Subtests

Orthographic Receptive
Awareness Vocabulary

Phonological Expressive
Awareness Vocabulary

Word
reading
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HA B R RS
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG Caritas Rehabilitation Service




Reliability coefficients and

Correlation with Word Reading

Reliability Correlation with
Coefficient | Word Reading
Word Reading 0.98 -
Expressive Vocabulary 0.89 0.76%%*
Receptive Vocabulary 0.81 0.57%**
Orthographic Awareness 0.75 0.66%**
Phonological Awareness 0.70 0.67%**
Notes *p <.05. **p <.01. ***p <.001
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Test Administration
Guidelines and Instructions

& 78
L,

5 B ok @ The Hong Kong English Reading Ability Research Team

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG Caritas Rehabilitation Service




Qualifications of

Test Administrators

* Qualified users include educational psychologists
(EPs), clinical psychologists (CPs), English Teachers,
speech therapists (STs)

* The Hong Kong English Reading Ability Research Team




* Primary-one pupils in the last semester of P1
* Recommended Procedure:

1. Observe students’ learning performances and identify
students showing difficulties in English learning
* E.g. scores among the lowest 30% in English tests
* E.g.resultsof OCT (/] - B4 2 B ¥ Fing & B iK:

"B BT k)

2. Seek approval from students’ parents and use the HKE
as a preliminary screening tool of English reading
difficulties

* The Hong Kong English Reading Ability Research Team
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* Contents of the HKE must be kept confidential
* Parents may receive a Screening Report (“§% %] 3F £ ”)
* HKE should not be used as instructional materials

* Students do not need to revise for the HKE
* Students do not need to learn the correct answers after
completing HKE
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1. Adhere closely to test instructions

2. Provide appropriate prompts

3. Provide test instructions and prompts in Chinese
4. Administer subtests when deemed necessary

5. Conduct the test in a quiet environment
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Word Reading
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Expressive Vocabulary
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Receptive Vocabulary
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Orthographic Awareness
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Phonological Awareness
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Results Interpretation -
Guidelines on Electronic Scoring System
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Distribution & Collection Details
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CD Distribution

The Hong Kong English Reading Ability Test
for Primary-One Pupils
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CD Distribution

1. Research Team has mailed CDs to schools & EDB
after the webinar on HKE on 4.8.2020

2. Follow steps on note of instructions to start using
the test

* The Hong Kong English Reading Ability Research Team

wow OK B W 7

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG Caritas Rehabilitation Service



« Please contact Mr. Eric Tang (RA, Caritas) at
* hkeresearchteam(@gmail.com

* 2799-5938 (Caritas office)
* Website will be up soon
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